The Golden Calf, Matter and Abundance— Planets in Taurus

The more I meditate upon the principle of goodwill and associate with people whose life focus is grounded in the Willto-Good, the more I realize just how powerful and positive goodwill can be. It is of prime importance for us to accept the fact that power centered in the heart is something good. As my perceptions of the true nature of willpower become a certainty, it is also certain that my life becomes centered in the Soul. I then realize that this power is Love and that the Will has become yet another tool for healing. --A.O. 
Astrology is a language of symbols. Yet these symbols are very powerful for when we are attuned to them and correctly interpret them, we communicate the potency of the energy that these symbols contain. The symbol for Taurus is not only a pictograph of the face and horns of the Bull, it is also an ideograph expressing illustrating some of the most important characteristics of this sign. 

Primarily what is shown is the fecundity of the Bull, for the glyph represents the circle of Spirit with the crescent Moon attached to it. The Moon is the Celestial Mother, representing the principles of growth, fertility and abundance. She is said to be “exalted” in Taurus, for when placed in this sign in the natal horoscope, the Moon bestows upon its lucky recipient the natural propensity for material stability and even wealth plus the tendency to be emotionally stable in the face of all and any adversity. These gifts are blessed by Spirit, the circle upon which the Moon stands, giving Taurus the vitality and potency to gather material resources. The Moon is also representative of human emotions, thus Taurus’ wealth is also contained in its ability for compassion and sensitivity to others. 

As a fixed-earth sign, Taurus also indicates the potential for bondage to the land, i.e. to one’s material possessions. The upturned lunar crescent is open, waiting to be filled by gold in its many forms. Thus many people born under this sign (especially those whose Venus and/or the Moon is afflicted by Saturn), find themselves overly concerned with amassing and keeping money and the personal power that this brings. This is a great pitfall for the Bull (and for all of humanity for that matter), for as the great Sioux seer Black Elk taught, “Everything that the Universe does is done in a circle.” Thus true wealth in all of its forms of manifestation is intimately connected to the Law of Circulation. 

The initiating pulse of life is first expressed through the fires of Aries. It is through the Ram and his ruling planet, Mars that a space is created for the incarnation of a person, place, or idea. Taurus settles the land that Aries discovers, cultivates it, thus acquiring the resources for the survival of family, clan and tribe. Adam is Aries. Taurus is the Garden of Eden. Eve (the Hebrew word for “house”, from the Garden as Venus, ruler of Taurus and goddess of both love and money. 

As a consequence of their awareness of the importance of the material necessities of life, Taureans are conservative by nature for not only do they have to give form to the Aries life impulse, they also have to sustain it. Their focus is on practical, purposeful activity. When taken to the extreme, this attitude can be somewhat debilitating as it may deprive Taurus of a wider imagination, thus limiting creative possibilities. Taurean philosophy is much more anchored in common sense than in abstract philosophical or theological doctrines. As Venus, the sign of partnership always inspires Taurus, the spiritual Taurean is one who is an example of right human relationships and the correct use of financial resources. But when Venus is operating through the lower, astral desire nature, her inspiration over Taurus leads to sensual excess, greed, envy and jealousy. 

Of the four fixed signs, Taurus is the most rooted in the earth and is therefore well deserved of its reputation for tenacity. But there are fine lines of distinction between overt stubbornness and the drive, determination and loyalty that characterize the positive Taurean nature. While the negative Taurean is known for her ability to say “No, I wont!” positive Taurus will never be turned aside from her objectives and goals. It may take Taurus a little longer to get where she is going, but get there she will. And “will” is the keyword for all sons and daughters of the Celestial Bull. 

Taurus is the child of Venus and is therefore very romantic. Although it may take a while to win the love of the Bull, once this love is given Taurus is consistent in her devotion, adding her tremendous inner strength and fortitude to her relationships. Taurus believes in the vow: “To have and to hold from this day forward.” The test for the Bull therefore is when and how to let go for life always demands periodic release. This is symbolized by Scorpio, sign of death and transformation, and Taurus’ natural polarity. It is therefore very necessary for Taurus to utilize the Eye of the Bull and perceive beyond the form into the true value of any relationship or other life situation. Herein lies the wisdom inherent in the soul-centered Taurus for this is an individual who is never fooled by the forms of life, one who goes beyond the semi-circle of the Moon and into the spiritual certainty of the circle. 

In soul-centered astrology, Taurus is said to be ruled by the planet Vulcan. Although there is some dispute among astronomers as to the physical reality of this planet, esoteric astrologers “see” Vulcan as an energy field with great powers to those sensitive enough to respond to its vibrations. We people about to enter the crises that are incumbent upon those who seek to walk the Path. Indeed, it is highly symbolic that Vulcan is the esoteric ruler of earth-based Taurus and yet is invisible to physical eye. It tells us that in order to develop her highest potential, Taurus must develop the Third Eye, that vehicle of vision that allows a person to see beyond form and into essence. This is accomplished by the development of true intuition, the sixth sense. 

In Greek mythology, Vulcan was the blacksmith of the Olympians. The gods and goddesses of those ancient times carried spears, arrows, rods and lances with which they would work their wonders. The Olympians would come to Vulcan with a special request: to make their “miracle tools” more potent by forging them anew in Vulcan’s fire. Thus Vulcan would melt down the miraculous weapons of the gods and goddesses, imbuing them with his own potency as he reshaped and crafted them. Once returned to their original possessors, the gods and goddesses became more potent and powerful. If we keep in mind that our word “volcano” comes from the name of the Celestial Blacksmith and that once volcanic lava is cooled it becomes the most fertile of earthly surfaces, we can understand the reality of this symbolism. As Scorpio, the sign of regeneration is intimately linked with Taurus and thus to the functioning of Vulcan’s alchemy, it becomes obvious that the gift of renewal after the loss of form is inherent in Taurus’ nature. But first Taurus has to let go! And all of us have Taurus somewhere in our horoscope!! 

Now let’s examine the placement of the planets when they are found in Taurus in the natal chart: 

Sun in Taurus: All of the characteristics for Taurus that I have mentioned above pertain most certainly to the person with the Sun in the sign of the Celestial Bull. What I did not mention was that as Venus is the patroness of the arts, many Taureans feel drawn to all expressions of the muses. Taureans love beauty. If they are not artists or musicians themselves, Taureans are very at home in museums, art galleries and concert halls. Taurus rules the neck and throat, so it is little wonder that singing is a natural orientation for the Bull. Such vocal greats as Barbara Streisand and Ella Fitzgerald were born under this sign, as were the composers Brahms, Prokofiev, Berlin, and Ellington. 

Moon in Taurus: This can be a profound blessing as the individual has the natural ability to manifest material support for her life and loved ones. Her emotional needs tend to be met and she is often a person who is in a position to be genuinely supportive of other people’s lives. Yet should the Moon in this sign rich or poor. An emotionally immature person with the Moon in Taurus is never satisfied and will have the tendency to acquire material possessions ceaselessly. The soul-centered man or woman with this planet/sign combination is a source of both moral and material support in ways that are never codependant and always appropriate to the situation at hand. Common sense blends with loving detachment and true perception of correct need—this is quite the gift. 

Mercury in Taurus: From the soul-centered perspective, this is a powerful and beautiful combination for it blends idea (Mercury) with form (Taurus) in ways that bring forth abundance and harmony (Venus, ruler of Taurus). When positive in the natal chart, this is a person whose ideas always seem to be in sync with the world around her. She is a smooth talker as well as a soothing one. Her mind easily converts ideas into pictures, thus providing a clear blueprint as to how things should and can be. When afflicted and/or in the horoscope of the immature, all ideas have to be turned into money, giving rise to an often selfish person, one who thinks in terms of “numbers” and personal security rather than in terms of right human relations. 

Venus in Taurus: This is one of the most powerful and comfortable places for the goddess of beauty and abundance. This position speaks about a sensual person, one who knows how to give and receive pleasure. When afflicted and/or expressed through the lower nature, Venus in Taurus looses her grace, becoming wanton in her urge for the pleasures of life and greedy in her material needs. When in the horoscope of a soul-centered person however or a mature artist, this sign/planet combination is a great gift as it bestows the ability to bring esthetic harmony, peace and beauty into every environment and relationship. It helps where finances are concerned for as the ancient astrological dictum states: “A child of Venus never wants.” Venus is Taurus in the natal chart certainly helps to provide both in terms of love and money. 

Mars in Taurus: This is not the most comfortable place for the “god of war.” Supermacho Mars feels confined and restricted in this ultra feminine sign of Venus. Mars tends to be overly territorial and narrow in Taurus, rooted in an earthly element that restrains and frustrates him. He is fiery in Aries where he can protect and burst forth. He is watery in Scorpio where he is left free to flow in the ocean of the desire nature. In Taurus he tends to overly emphasize the battleground of the material world and although this placement (especially when trine to Saturn or the Sun in an earthy sign) may give support to one’s material goals, such aims may become overly important and create imbalance in life. 

Jupiter in Taurus: For many people living exclusively on the personality level, this planet/sign combination gives an excessive need for expanded material possessions and the worldly prestige that comes with them. It inhibits the urge for adventure both on physical and philosophical levels as one must always feel comfortable and familiar when traveling either on the road or in the mind. This does not inhibit a person from the wisdom that comes from common sense, but it does tend to restrict a person’s exploration of the wider horizons that life has to offer. This would be especially the case if Jupiter were afflicted by either the Moon or Saturn in the natal chart. When Jupiter in Taurus is well aspected, especially by the Moon and/or Venus, there is likely to be material abundance and success. There will certainly be the desire for it. 

Saturn in Taurus: As Saturn rules another earthy sign, Capricorn, he is very much at home in Taurus. There is the tendency with this planet/sign combination for frugality and a very practical approach to life, especially where finances are concerned. If afflicted, people with Saturn in Taurus usually make money the excuse for not being able to do things. When well positioned in the natal chart, there is the tendency for success in long-range planning, especially when it comes to investments. Such individuals are definitely not “day traders,” feeling much more inclined to long term, slow but sure growth investments and real estate. 

Uranus in Taurus: The last time Uranus was in this sign was between 1934 and 1942. The next time Uranus will be in Taurus will be from 2018 to 2026. The conservative, materialistic, slow-moving Bull is not the best placement for the radical, idealistic, lightening-speed energies of Uranus. In fact, this position is known by astrologers as the “fall” of this planet. Taurus does not life to be suddenly upset and Uranus does not like to be held back. Thus this planet/sign combination represents an antithesis, one leading to frustration. In order for this person to further his process of individuation (that aspect of life signified by Uranus), he has to work through the practical world of forms, a world that to him is usually more inhibiting than helpful. But--the genius with this position in his or her natal chart, will find original and new uses for money and all material possessions. 

Neptune in Taurus: Neptune was last in Taurus in the last quarter of the 19th Century. It will next be in this position from 2038 to 2052. Edgar Cayce was born with this placement, Madame Blavatsky and the Theosophical Society were flourishing during this time, Vedanta was brought from India to the West, and psychic mediumship was the spiritual fad of the times. This is thus an influence that tends to apport the invisible into the visible and Ancient Wisdom into the minds of spiritual seekers. Yet it also invites the danger of carrying the lower astral forces along with it. Hitler was also born with this position in his natal chart and in addition to being the horrific madman that he was, he was also intimately involved with the darker nature of magic and occultism. 

Pluto in Taurus: Pluto’s long orbit of some 240 years means that the last time it transited this sign was in the late 19th century and that the next time it wanders through the Bull will not be until the third quarter of the 22nd century. Yet we can note that Taurus is the sign opposite to Pluto’s natural rulership of Scorpio and is thus said to be “in detriment” when it rides the Celestial Bull. The late 19th century was the height of the Victorian Era when the imperial forces of materialism conquered land and people in the name of commerce (and “God” of course!). It was a period when natural sexuality was suppressed, the consequences of which are still the source of so much human suffering today. I would only hope that the people next born with this sign/planet combination are able to harness the First Ray (Will/Power) energies of Pluto for the better, allowing the Will-to-Good to dominate the world of form. 
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